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BFCG 2020 – 2023 Call for Projects
TAP Project Overview
Projects Eligible for TAP/STBG
Instructions
Complete application in the space provided. Applicants are limited to application form, required
attachments, and three additional pages of attachments.

General Information
Project Title:

Columbia River to Vista Field - Grade Separated Crossing & Connections

Agency:

City of Richland & City of Kennewick

Contact Person:

Pete Rogalsky

Telephone:

509-942-7558

Email Address:

progalsky@ci.richland.wa.us

Project Limits:

Columbia Park Trail (Sacajawea Trail), Steptoe, Vista Field

Project Length (miles):

3.3 Miles

Federal Classification:

Not Applicable - Bike/Ped Pathways, Bike Lanes, Sidewalk

Description
Describe the nature of the project, major work involved, and the existing and proposed conditions:

The project is a planning project to develop a link to the Columbia River that serves
South Richland and City of Kennewick residents as well as visitors who may be
staying in nearby hotels. There is a strong desire for bicyclists and pedestrians to
access the river, but no real safe alternatives to do so in the vicinity of Columbia
Center Boulevard. The project would help identify the different elements and potential
right-of-way needs in order to make this project become a reality. There is also a
strong desire by the City of Kennewick to link the developing Vista Field area to the
river as well. The cornerstone of the project is identifying an acceptable location for a
grade separated bike and pedestrian crossing over the top of SR 240 near Columbia
Center Boulevard. The bridge should be located so that existing bicycle and pedestrian
facilities in Richland and Kennewick feed directly to the location where the bridge
would take off south of SR 240. Another key element of the planning project would be
developing a project extending the Keene Road Pathway from Steptoe Street where it
currently ends to the Columbia Center Mall and possibly to Columbia Center
Boulevard. Finally, facility needs and improvements would be identified to connect the
southern terminus of the bridge up Center Parkway to Grandridge Blvd. and/or
Deschutes Ave.(or other alternate routes) to connect to Vista Field east of Columbia
Center Boulevard in Kennewick. This planning project would also identify any needed
roadway crossing enhancements needed to support the routes. This project would
serve all of South Richland as well as South and West Kennewick.
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Describe how the project is consistent with the Metropolitan/Regional Transportation Plan:

It addresses two bullet points for Mobility & Accessibility Performance Measures.
• Increase pedestrian and bicycle facilities in the region
• Fill network gaps in existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities
Providing "Pedestrian Access & Sidewalks" and "Bicycle Access & Lanes" ranked a
very close 2nd & 3rd respectively in the 2016 Regional Transportation Survey with
regards to where Investment in transportation should occur.
Providing Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities is one of several listed TDM strategies by
WSDOT. This project specifically, would provide a safe link between Kennewick &
Richland for bicycle commuting in a location that is currently seriously lacking a viable
route.

Describe how the project is consistent with local plans and programs:

This project is the 2nd highest priority bicycle and pedestrian project in the City of
Richland's current TIP. Many in the community have expressed a desire for the two cities
of Richland and Kennewick to work together to develop a safe route for bicycles and
pedestrians over SR 240.
The 2016 BFCG Regional Active Transportation Plan lists the connection over SR 240 to
the river (near Columbia Center Boulevard) as an important multi-jurisdiction issue in
Chapter 3 (Tables 9 & 10) which summarizes the Bike System Workshop. Similarly, the
extension of the Keene Road Pathway to from Steptoe to Columbia Center Mall, ranked
first in the City of Kennewick Workshop Issues (Table 6). Another General Workshop
Concern identified in Table 11 is Connectivity from existing trails to commercial centers.
The proposed projects would help accomplish this goal by connecting the Sacajawea Trail
along the river to Gage Blvd, the Columbia Center Mall, and eventually to Vista Field.
This proposed project addresses the two highest priority remaining connectivity needs
(identified in the workshop) in the cities of Kennewick & Richland per Table 12 from the
Regional Active Transportation Plan.
The City of Richland is also currently designing a road diet for Columbia Park Trail near the
north terminus of the proposed bridge. The revised roadway would reduce the number of
travel lanes and the roadway speed and provide enhanced bicycle and pedestrian facilities
from Fowler Street to the east city limits
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Schedule
Indicate in the table below the schedule of the project by checking the applicable boxes:

Year
Phase
Planning (PL)

2020

2021

✔

✔

2022

2023

Preliminary
Engineering (PE)
Right-of-Way
(ROW)
Construction (CN)

Cost Summary
Fill in the table below to show the funding of the project:

Phase
Planning (PL)

Funding Requested

Other Funds

Total

125,000

0

125,000

Preliminary
Engineering (PE)
Right-of-Way
(ROW)
Construction (CN)

Indicate the sources(s) of other funds listed above:
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BFCG 2020 – 2023 Call for Projects
TAP Project Application
Projects Eligible for TAP/STBG
System Preservation and Improvement
Describe below how the project preserves existing facilities and networks and helps obtain
performance measure targets for pavement and bridges:

This project is not intended to be a System Preservation project

Describe below how the project improves existing facilities and networks:

The proposed project improves the bicycle networks for both Richland and
Kennewick, filling some of the most significant missing connectivity links that exist in
both cities.

Safety
Describe below how the project reduces the frequency and/or severity of roadway crashes and
helps obtain safety performance measure targets:

The current route to the river in the vicinity of the proposed bicycle and pedestrian
bridge is limited to Columbia Center Boulevard (CCB) and also Steptoe Street. The
latter is quite far out of the way for many and is not an ideal bicycle facility for mid to
lower level cyclists due to high speeds and traffic volumes, plus the requirement to
navigate a complex roundabout. CCB is worse as it lacks any bicycle or pedestrian
facilities. Some people use the crossing her as pedestrians and as bicyclists, but great
care and unusual maneuvers are required to make the crossing safely.
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Economic Vitality
Describe below how the project provides access to existing/new economic opportunities:

This project links South Richland & West Kennewick to the Columbia River and to
Columbia Park Trail. Planned enhancements for Columbia Park Trail should provide a
spark for more quality economic development in that area. In addition, the City and
Port of Kennewick are working on development of the Vista Field area. The project
also links the Keene Road Pathway and the Columbia River to Columbia Center Mall.
These connections should aid in bicycle and pedestrian access to both areas. The link
to the river is also important for tourism and creating a safe linkage for visitors from
nearby hotels.

Mobility and Connectivity
Describe below how the project closes the gap between two existing facilities or extends an
existing facility:

The proposed bridge closes a great divide, which is SR 240. The extension of the
Keene Road Pathway bridges a gap between Steptoe and Columbia Center mall for
recreational users. These two projects come together near the mall. Access to the
point of confluence is possible via a strong existing sidewalk network and numerous
existing bicycle lanes that connect all through South Richland and throughout all of
Kennewick.

Describe below how the project improves connection of employment/activity centers to population
centers:

This route provides an important commuter route connection to the Sacajawea Trail
pathway, which connects all three of the Tri-Cities. The other practical routes for
commuters to reach the Sacajawea Trail are Steptoe, which isn't exactly ideal due to
volumes, speeds, and tricky intersections; Edison which is quite a ways out of direction
for a large amount of the population and the Queensgate connection by I-182 which is
also quite a ways out of direction for many users. This project provides another
important central option to cross SR 240 that serves a large catchment area of
bicyclists.
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Describe how the project increases access to school, or existing activity center such as a park,
library, transit station, park and ride, etc.:

Coupled with the planned bicycle and pedestrian enhancements on Columbia Park
Trail, the proposed bridge would connect many potential users to transit at the Park
and Ride near the Ben Franklin Transit Administrative Center. It also connect users to
Columbia Park and to the Sacajawea Trail, which links all the Tri-Cities.

Regional Benefit
Describe how the project provides benefit to the overall region:

The Sacajawea Heritage Trail which links Richland, Kennewick, and Pasco is an
important regional loop trail system. The proposed bridge would link users of this trail
to the Columbia Center Mall and many other important destinations in South Richland,
in part with the Keene Road Pathway Extension, and in Kennewick. In this way the
proposed bridge provides a very important link between these areas and the rest of the
region. Other important bicycle and pedestrian trails link up to the Sacajawea Trail as
well broadening the reach and importance of this connection.

Project Readiness
Describe the project readiness and likelihood of the project meeting the proposed schedule
including the status of PE, ROW, other funding sources, and the agency’s capacity approach to
delivering the project:

As a planning project this project could obligate funds as soon as BFCOG obligation
planning suggests. The cities are preparing an interlocal agreement to establish their
mutual support for the project and to define roles for implementation.

Please contact BFCG staff with any questions or needed clarifications at (509) 943-9185.
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