




 
 
 

 

AGENDA 
Benton-Franklin Council of Governments M3 Workshop 

South Central Region Corridor Sketch Initiative – Phase II 
 

June 7, 2017 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

1:00 p.m. – 1:05 p.m. Welcome and Introductions  

1:05 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
Corridor Sketch Initiative Summary 

Progress to Date Workshop Objectives 

 

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. 

Benton County 

Background  Problem Identification Strategy Development 

 SR 24, I-82 to SR 243 
 I-82, Union Gap to Oregon Border 
 SR 22, Zillah to Prosser 
 SR 221, SR 14 to Prosser 
 SR 14, Maryhill to I-82 

 

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 

Tri-Cities 

Background  Problem Identification Strategy Development 

 SR 225, Benton City to SR 240 
 I-182/US 12, Richland to Pasco 
 SR 397, I-82 to I-182 

 

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Break  

3:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Franklin County 

Background  Problem Identification Strategy Development 

 US 395, Pasco to Ritzville 
 SR 17, Mesa to Moses Lake 
 SR 260, SR 17 to Washtucna 
 SR 261, US 12 to SR 260 
 SR 124, Pasco to Waitsburg 
 US 12, SR 124 to Idaho Border 

 

4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Question / Answer Session and Workshop Re-cap  

5:00 p.m. Adjourn  
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Corridor Sketch Summary
266US 395: I‐182 Jct (Pasco) to I‐90 (Ritzville) Corridor 

Corridor Description
This 73-mile-long corridor begins at the I-182/US 395 interchange in the City of Pasco (Franklin County in the South 
Central Region). The corridor proceeds northeasterly through the cities of Mesa (MP 45.51 - 46.43) and Connell      
(MP 54.90 - 56.32), then crossing into Adams County and the Eastern Region at MP 61.24.  The corridor continues 
northeasterly, serving Lind at MP 82.14 through a connection with SR 21 and Paha at MP 87.54, ultimately connecting 
to I-90 at Ritzville.  The corridor connects with SR 17 (MP 46.28), SR 260 (MP 55.08), SR 26 (MP 66.30), and SR 21   
(MP 82.14). US 395 is a four-lane, divided highway connecting the Tri-Cities and Ritzville to I-90 and Spokane. This 
segment of US 395 is part of a contiguous set of highways that form an international freight corridor between Mexico, 
the U.S., and Canada. This corridor has been designated by the U.S. Congress as a Congressional High Priority Corridor 
of the National Highway System.

Highway No. 395 Mileposts: 22.72 to 96.13 Length: 73.21 miles
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266US 395: I‐182 Jct (Pasco) to I‐90 (Ritzville) Corridor 

Safety
Policy Goal: To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the transportation 
system.

Comments or feedback on function

Comments or feedback on preservation

Current Function

Nationally, US 395 is a key component in the national highway system. It parallels I-5 and is the major north-south 
highway interior to the Cascade and Sierra Nevada mountain ranges.  US 395 begins at I-15 in southern California and 
ends at Canada Highway 3, a core route on Canada's National Highway System in British Columbia. In Washington, US 
395 connects Oregon to Canada. It connects I-182/US 12, the primary east-west corridor between Yakima and Walla 
Walla, to I-90, the main east-west corridor between Seattle and Spokane. An urban-principal arterial classified as a T-1 
freight corridor, it is one of the most important freight corridors in the state and carries over 19 million tons per year.

Future Function

The future function of this corridor is expected to remain the same.

What's Working Well? 

The corridor performs above WSDOT's adopted safety standards in accordance with the Washington State Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan: Target Zero. WSDOT continually analyses collision data, tracks data, and utilizes a process of 
prioritizing safety funds on a statewide basis. Safety projects are funded as the locations are prioritized through the 
priority array process.

What Needs to Change Today?

The at‐grade intersections within this corridor are potential locations that might be prioritized for safety improvements.

The weigh stations located between Pasco and Connell just north of the Sagemoor Rd intersection are used for 
overnight parking by truckers. WSDOT assisted the Washington State Patrol (WSP) in cleaning up part of the WSP 
facility dirtied by nuisance trespassers.

Preservation
Policy Goal: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in transportation system and 
services.

What's Working Well?

The pavement condition of this corridor is managed in accordance with WSDOT's policies and Asset Management Plan 
(out for statewide review).

What Needs to Change Today? 

A few small sections of pavement are due for resurfacing per the Washington State Pavement Management System.

What Needs to Change in the Future?

Corridor Function
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266US 395: I‐182 Jct (Pasco) to I‐90 (Ritzville) Corridor 

Comments or feedback on safety

Comments or feedback on mobility

Truckers park on both the northbound and southbound on‐ and off‐ramps of the SR 17 interchange. It is especially a 
problem in the northbound direction. Truckers also use these areas to clean cattle truck trailers, leaving waste and 
runoff behind. Some cattle are hauled from Canada. Litter is a problem as well. This is one of the worst truck parking 
problem areas in Maintenance Area 3.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

The at‐grade intersections on this corridor are potential locations that might be prioritized for safety improvements.

Mobility
Policy Goal: To improve the predictable movement of goods and people through Washington State, including 
congestion relief and improved freight mobility.
WSDOT currently defines congestion for system screening as locations that currently or are projected to operate below 70% of the 

posted speed limit during peak hour.  Statewide analysis is performed to screen at three time periods: current, 10-, and 20-year. 

What's Working Well?

This corridor operates above WSDOT's adopted congestion threshold. This corridor does not restrict bicycles.

What Needs to Change Today?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Adams County noted a potential farm processing facility development that would require access to US 395 via 
Cunningham and Muse roads. The increase in traffic from this development may generate a need to evaluate the 
operation of the at-grade intersections at these locations.

Environment
Policy Goal: To enhance Washington's quality of life through transportation investments that promote energy 
conservation, enhance healthy communities, and protect the environment.

What's Working Well?

This corridor does not have any fish passage barriers.

What Needs to Change Today? 

This corridor is characterized as medium-priority for wildlife connectivity.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

This corridor is characterized as medium-priority for wildlife connectivity. This corridor is rated low for 
vulnerability to future climate conditions and / or extreme weather events. As future studies in the corridor are 
conducted, environmental concerns or issues will be identified as warranted.
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266US 395: I‐182 Jct (Pasco) to I‐90 (Ritzville) Corridor 
Comments or feedback on environment

Comments or feedback on economic vitality

Economic Vitality 
Policy Goal: To promote and develop transportation systems that stimulate, support and enhance the movement of 
people and goods to ensure a prosperous economy.

What's Working Well?

This corridor has no vertical clearance restrictions.

What Needs to Change Today?

As industrial land use in Pasco continues to grow, plans for an interchange at Foster Wells Rd will need to be 
developed. This is consistent with previous projects WSDOT has completed to accomodate growth and improve safety.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 
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Corridor Sketch Summary
263SR 17: US 395 Jct (Mesa) to I‐90 Jct (Moses Lake) Corridor 

Corridor Description
This corridor begins at US 395, south of the community of Mesa in Franklin County (South Central Region) and 
generally runs north to I-90 in Moses Lake in Grant County (North Central Region). Between Mesa and Moses Lake,    
SR 17 intersects SR 260, SR 26, SR 170, and SR 262. SR 260 provides access to Connell. SR 26 intersects SR 17 in Othello 
and the connection with SR 170 provides access to Warden. About 10 miles south of Moses Lake, SR 17 connects with 
SR 262 which provides access to the Potholes Reservoir and Potholes State Park. The corridor runs through portions of 
Franklin, Adams, and Grant counties and is a direct route between the Tri-Cities and Moses Lake. It is classified as a T-2 
freight route, a Highway of Historic Significance, and a Scenic Byway, and is part of the National Highway System.

Highway No. 017 Mileposts: 7.43 to 50.66 Length: 43.17 miles
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263SR 17: US 395 Jct (Mesa) to I‐90 Jct (Moses Lake) Corridor 

Safety
Policy Goal: To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the transportation 
system.

Comments or feedback on function

Comments or feedback on preservation

Current Function

This corridor is a significant north/south cross‐state route. It is classified as a T‐2 freight route, a Highway of Historic 
Significance, and a Scenic Byway, and is part of the National Highway System. It provides access to the Potholes State 
Park and Recreation Area. The community of Othello is located west of SR 17 in the vicinity of Cunningham Road at  
MP 29.38. This corridor provides essential  access to businesses, schools, residential, and medical facilities in Othello 
and Moses Lake. It is a vital transportation corridor for agricultural goods.

Future Function

‐ The corridor is expected to function much in the same way and provide the same services.
‐ Vital to agriculture and freight transport; essential preservation will be critical.
‐ SR 17 is crucial to the state transportation network because it provides interconnectivity and through‐travel from the 
Tri‐Cities north to Moses Lake, as well as to numerous smaller communities throughout and adjacent to the corridor.

Preservation
Policy Goal: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in transportation system and 
services.

What's Working Well?

Pavement condition is generally good.

What Needs to Change Today? 

Ongoing slope stabilization issues just north of Mesa.

Use hot mix asphalt (HMA) for truck turning radii; bituminous surface treatment (BST) tends to ravel. HMA tends to 
hold up better in the intersections; BST is adequate outside of these areas. Aprons at gravel road intersections tend to 
break down rapidly.

Lee Road (freight route) at MP 30.40 continues to fall apart around the radii due to truck turning.

Pave back to 100 feet to preserve the integrity of the intersections.

Significant preservation issues at MP 87. Rockfall issues from MP 87 – MP 91 and at MP 92.

The parking lot at the intersection of SR 17 and SR 260 is in bad shape.

Solar flashing beacons don't work in winter.

Clay in subgrade causes rutting and significant issues for maintenance crews.

What Needs to Change in the Future?

Corridor Function
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263SR 17: US 395 Jct (Mesa) to I‐90 Jct (Moses Lake) Corridor 

Comments or feedback on safety

Comments or feedback on mobility

What's Working Well? 

The lighted stop signs and warning signs are very beneficial at county road intersections.

What Needs to Change Today?

Truck climbing lanes needed out of the gulch just north of Mesa.

Continue with passing lane projects to address safety and mobility. Impatient drivers are making poor passing 
decisions.

Numerous at-grade intersections, coupled with high speeds and sight distance issues, make merging onto the highway 
concerning. Ensure county road intersection safety for vehicles and freight entering and exiting the highway. Install 
lighted stop and warning signs at county road intersections.

Significant development potential east of SR 17 near Cunningham Road/Main Street at MP 29.38. Intersection at 
Cunningham Road has turning and highway-entering issues; consider intersection control.

The area south of Providence Road at MP 35.60 has a high collision rate. Construct passing lanes south of Providence 
Road to address collisions and passing issues.

Bench Road at MP 27.36 has turning movement issues; construct northbound left-turn lane.

Hampton Road at MP 26.35 has turning movement issues; construct northbound left-turn lane.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Mobility
Policy Goal: To improve the predictable movement of goods and people through Washington State, including 
congestion relief and improved freight mobility.
WSDOT currently defines congestion for system screening as locations that currently or are projected to operate below 70% of the 

posted speed limit during peak hour.  Statewide analysis is performed to screen at three time periods: current, 10-, and 20-year. 

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today?

Continue with passing lane projects to address safety and mobility.
All of the county road intersections; traffic entering and exiting the highway.
Lack of passing lanes and intersection channelization. Increase passing lanes and intersection channelization.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 
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263SR 17: US 395 Jct (Mesa) to I‐90 Jct (Moses Lake) Corridor 

Policy Goal: To enhance Washington's quality of life through transportation investments that promote energy 
conservation, enhance healthy communities, and protect the environment.

Comments or feedback on environment

Comments or feedback on economic vitality

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today? 

Fog can get very dense and affect visibility.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Economic Vitality 
Policy Goal: To promote and develop transportation systems that stimulate, support and enhance the movement of 
people and goods to ensure a prosperous economy.

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today?

This is a major agriculture transportation corridor and must be maintained to accommodate growing need.
Lee Road at MP 30.40 is a designated freight route; maintain corridor to accommodate growing need.
Lack of safe access at Cunningham Road at MP 29.38 to handle future development; consider intersection control.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 
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Corridor Sketch Summary
402SR 260: SR 17 Jct to US 395 Jct (Connell) Corridor 

Corridor Description
This corridor begins at SR 17 and ends at the US 395 interchange in Connell.  The highway traverses  flat, irrigated 
farmland and crosses the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway mainline in Connell.

Highway No. 260 Mileposts: 0 to 7.55 Length: 7.55 miles
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402SR 260: SR 17 Jct to US 395 Jct (Connell) Corridor 

Preservation
Policy Goal: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in transportation system and 
services.

Safety
Policy Goal: To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the transportation 
system.

Mobility
Policy Goal: To improve the predictable movement of goods and people through Washington State, including 
congestion relief and improved freight mobility.
WSDOT currently defines congestion for system screening as locations that currently or are projected to operate below 70% of the 

posted speed limit during peak hour.  Statewide analysis is performed to screen at three time periods: current, 10-, and 20-year. 

Comments or feedback on function

Comments or feedback on preservation

Comments or feedback on safety

Current Function

SR 260 is classified as a rural major collector (R3) and a T‐3 freight corridor. This highway provides access between local 
farmland and Connell and US 395. The corridor experiences low traffic volumes.

Future Function

The function of SR 260 is not expected to change.

What's Working Well?

What's Working Well? 

What Needs to Change Today? 

The pavement surface is past due per the Washington State Pavement Management System.

What Needs to Change Today?

Portions of this corridor could benefit from shoulder widening.

What Needs to Change in the Future?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

At some point, channelization may be needed at higher‐volume intersections. The SR 260/S Columbia Ave intersection 
may be a candidate for upgraded intersection control in the future.

Corridor Function
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402SR 260: SR 17 Jct to US 395 Jct (Connell) Corridor 

Economic Vitality 
Policy Goal: To promote and develop transportation systems that stimulate, support and enhance the movement of 
people and goods to ensure a prosperous economy.

Comments or feedback on mobility

Comments or feedback on environment

Comments or feedback on economic vitality

What's Working Well?

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today?

What Needs to Change Today?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Environment
Policy Goal: To enhance Washington's quality of life through transportation investments that promote energy 
conservation, enhance healthy communities, and protect the environment.

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today? 

The area around MP 6 is ranked as medium priority for habitat connectivity investment.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Most of this section of SR 260 is ranked as low priority for habitat connectivity investment and is at low risk for  
climate impact vulnerability.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 
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Corridor Sketch Summary
403SR 260: US 395 Jct (Connell) to SR 26 Jct (Washtucna) Corridor 

Corridor Description
This rural, high-speed, two-lane segment of SR 260 connects the communities of Connell and Washtucna as it passes 
thru dryland farms/ranches and the Missoula floodplain. It starts at US 395 on the eastern edge of Connell and 
extends easterly along / in a dry coulee (formed by the Missoula flood) to the community of Kahlotus. At Kahlotus, 
the route connects to SR 21 (access to points north) and SR 263 (Snake River access to the south). Leaving Kahlotus 
and traveling northeast, the route continues up the dry coulee on its way to Washtucna, providing geologic views of 
the Missoula floodway. SR 261 (access to recreations areas to the south and US 12) joins and runs concurrently with 
SR 260 about halfway between Kahlotus and Washtucna. In Washtucna, SR 260/SR 261 is Main Street as it passes 
through the city center. This corridor ends at SR 26.

Highway No. 260 Mileposts: 7.55 to 39.49 Length: 30.43 miles
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403SR 260: US 395 Jct (Connell) to SR 26 Jct (Washtucna) Corridor 

Preservation
Policy Goal: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in transportation system and 
services.

Safety
Policy Goal: To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the transportation 
system.

Comments or feedback on function

Comments or feedback on preservation

Current Function

This two‐lane, rural, major collector connects communities and provides a farm‐to‐market route with connections to 
Snake River ports. The segment of this corridor through Washtucna has been identified as a state highway operating as 
the community's main street. This route traverses the scenic Columbia Plateau and provides access to recreational 
areas to the south.

Future Function

SR 260 is intended to provide safe and efficient transportation to move people and goods throughout the region. 
Implement Complete Streets to provide safe transport for all users as the road passes through communities.

What's Working Well?

The pavement condition of this corridor is managed in accordance with WSDOT's policies and Asset Management Plan 
(out for statewide review).

What's Working Well? 

This corridor performs above WSDOT's adopted safety standards in accordance with the Washington State Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan: Target Zero. WSDOT continually analyses collision data, tracks data, and utilizes a process of 
prioritizing safety funds on a statewide basis. Safety projects are funded as the locations are prioritized through the 
priority array process.

What Needs to Change Today? 

As sections of pavement fall below the adopted statewide standard, preservation projects need to be funded. Corridor 
assets will be monitored or inspected according to WSDOT's Asset Management Plan (out for statewide review).

What Needs to Change Today?

Shoulder widening and passing improvements, as with typical rural two‐lane roads, may be needed along this route.

What Needs to Change in the Future?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Corridor Function
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403SR 260: US 395 Jct (Connell) to SR 26 Jct (Washtucna) Corridor 
Comments or feedback on safety

Comments or feedback on mobility

Comments or feedback on environment

Mobility
Policy Goal: To improve the predictable movement of goods and people through Washington State, including 
congestion relief and improved freight mobility.
WSDOT currently defines congestion for system screening as locations that currently or are projected to operate below 70% of the 

posted speed limit during peak hour.  Statewide analysis is performed to screen at three time periods: current, 10-, and 20-year. 

What's Working Well?

This corridor operates above WSDOT adopted congestion thresholds.

What Needs to Change Today?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Environment
Policy Goal: To enhance Washington's quality of life through transportation investments that promote energy 
conservation, enhance healthy communities, and protect the environment.

What's Working Well?

This corridor does not contain any fish passage barriers (culverts).

What Needs to Change Today? 

This corridor is characterized as low-priority for wildlife connectivity. This corridor is rated low for vulnerability to 
future climate conditions and / or extreme weather events. As future studies in the corridor are conducted, 
environmental concerns or issues will be identified as warranted.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Economic Vitality 
Policy Goal: To promote and develop transportation systems that stimulate, support and enhance the movement of 
people and goods to ensure a prosperous economy.

What's Working Well?

This corridor has no vertical clearance or weight restrictions.

What Needs to Change Today?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Page 3 of 3



Corridor Sketch Summary
409SR 261: US 12 Jct to SR 260 Jct Corridor 

Corridor Description
This curvy, narrow, two-lane highway is one of two roads that cross the Snake River between the Tri-Cities and 
Lewiston/Clarkston. The road begins at US 12 where Pataha Creek and the Tucannon River join north of Dayton. It 
travels northwesterly in the Tucannon River valley past the community of Starbuck to the Snake River. It crosses the 
Snake River at Lyons Ferry and then climbs out of the river canyon to a Missoula floodplain plateau (Columbia Plateau). 
It then heads northwest and traverses the Columbia Plateau to where it ends at SR 260 (Connell - Washtucna highway).
From US 12 to the Snake River, the road is bordered by small farms and a few recreational sites. The road borders the 
northern edge of the small community of Starbuck. At the river, the road provides access to recreational sites and a 
river port. North of the river, the road is bordered by scablands and small farms/ranches on loam deposits. The road 
also provides access to Palouse Falls State Park.

Highway No. 261 Mileposts: 0 to 29.39 Length: 29.35 miles
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409SR 261: US 12 Jct to SR 260 Jct Corridor 

Preservation
Policy Goal: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in transportation system and 
services.

Safety
Policy Goal: To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the transportation 
system.

Comments or feedback on function

Comments or feedback on preservation

Current Function

This narrow, two‐lane rural‐major collector is one of two river crossings between the Tri‐Cities and Lewiston/Clarkston. 
This corridor provides access to many recreational sites and majestic vistas along its length. It serves as a farm‐to‐
market route not only for adjacent farms, but also for commodities going to the Port at Lyons Ferry to be shipped by 
barge. The corridor provides primary access to the community of Starbuck and Little Goose Dam.

Future Function

This southeastern Washington north/south corridor is vital to eastern Washington's economic vitality. This route needs 
to be upgraded to create a safe and efficient roadway to move people and goods vital to the state’s economy.

What's Working Well?

The pavement condition of this corridor is managed in accordance with WSDOT's policies and Asset Management Plan 
(out for statewide review).

What's Working Well? 

This corridor performs above WSDOT's adopted safety standards in accordance with the Washington State Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan: Target Zero. WSDOT continually analyses collision data, tracks data, and utilizes a process of 
prioritizing safety funds on a statewide basis. Safety projects are funded as the locations are prioritized through the 
priority array process.

What Needs to Change Today? 

As sections of pavement fall below the adopted statewide standard, preservation projects need to be funded. Corridor 
assets will be monitored or inspected according to WSDOT's Asset Management Plan (out for statewide review).

What Needs to Change Today?

The 5‐year collision history shows a significant number of vehicle overturns, guardrail hits, and over‐embankment 
collisions. Signing should be addressed, as well as slope flattening or straightening curves.

What Needs to Change in the Future?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Corridor Function
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409SR 261: US 12 Jct to SR 260 Jct Corridor 

Economic Vitality 
Policy Goal: To promote and develop transportation systems that stimulate, support and enhance the movement of 
people and goods to ensure a prosperous economy.

Comments or feedback on safety

Comments or feedback on mobility

Comments or feedback on environment

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today?

Mobility
Policy Goal: To improve the predictable movement of goods and people through Washington State, including 
congestion relief and improved freight mobility.
WSDOT currently defines congestion for system screening as locations that currently or are projected to operate below 70% of the 

posted speed limit during peak hour.  Statewide analysis is performed to screen at three time periods: current, 10-, and 20-year. 

What's Working Well?

This corridor operates above WSDOT's adopted congestion thresholds.

What Needs to Change Today?

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Environment
Policy Goal: To enhance Washington's quality of life through transportation investments that promote energy 
conservation, enhance healthy communities, and protect the environment.

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today? 

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Three fish passage barriers (culverts) are located near the southern end of this corridor, one on Pataha Creek and two 
on unnamed creeks. All are on tributaries to the Tucannon River. The corridor has low‐ and medium‐priority wildlife 
connectivity issues. This corridor is rated low for vulnerability to future climate conditions and / or extreme weather 
events. As future studies in the corridor are conducted, environmental concerns or issues will be identified as 
warranted.
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409SR 261: US 12 Jct to SR 260 Jct Corridor 

Comments or feedback on economic vitality

Page 4 of 4

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

The Snake River Bridge has low vertical clearance.



Corridor Sketch Summary
414SR 124: US 12 Jct (Pasco) to US 12 Jct (Waitsburg) Corridor 

Corridor Description
This road is a two-lane, rural bypass route for east-west traffic to avoid traveling south on US 12 through Walla Walla, 
saving almost 0.5 hour in travel time. The road begins at US 12 just east of the Snake River crossing in the community 
of Burbank. In Burbank, the narrow road is a moderate-speed suburban highway with houses and small farmettes on 
either side. From Burbank to the community of Eureka, the road parallels the Snake River and is surrounded by 
irrigated crops. This stretch of the highway provides access to river recreation sites. From Eureka to Waitsburg, the 
road passes through dryland farms, paralleling the Touchet River. In this stretch, the road passes through the small 
farming community of Prescott, where the road doubles as the community’s main street. Just west of Prescott, the 
road intersects with SR 125. In Waitsburg, the road is a low-speed street passing through residential areas and 
downtown Waitsburg. The road reconnects to US 12 in downtown Waitsburg.

Highway No. 124 Mileposts: 0 to 44.98 Length: 44.72 miles
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414SR 124: US 12 Jct (Pasco) to US 12 Jct (Waitsburg) Corridor 

Preservation
Policy Goal: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in transportation system and 
services.

Comments or feedback on function

Comments or feedback on preservation

Current Function

This two‐lane, rural minor arterial serves as a Walla Walla bypass route for east‐west traffic, which saves time and fuel 
for freight and long distance travelers. It is a farm‐to‐market route not only for the adjacent farms, but also for regional 
products going to and coming from ports on the Snake River and processing facilities in the Tri‐Cities. The route 
provides Snake River access for Ice Harbor Dam and various recreational areas. It serves as the main access route for 
the communities through which it passes.

Future Function

SR 124 is intended to provide safe and efficient transportation for moving people and goods throughout the region. 
Several locations along this route need to be upgraded / enhanced to meet the route's future purpose. As the road 
passes through communities with multiple uses and types of users, Complete Streets is a part of this future purpose to 
ensure all users have access.

What's Working Well?

What Needs to Change Today? 

As sections of pavement fall below the adopted statewide standard, preservation projects need to be funded. Corridor 
assets will be monitored or inspected according to WSDOT's Asset Management Plan (out for statewide review).

What Needs to Change in the Future?

Safety
Policy Goal: To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the transportation 
system.

What's Working Well? 

What Needs to Change Today?

Improve access for residents along the highway to the community of Burbank (MP 0.3 to MP 1.1). Develop safe passing 
opportunities from Burbank to Fishhook Park Road (MP 1 to MP 10). Construct protected left turns at intersections 
from Burbank to Fishhook Park Road (MP 0.3 to MP 10). Increase multi‐modal access along the entire route, such as 
adding bike shoulders. Improve pedestrian crossings in cities and communities along the corridor. Improve truck access 
through Waitsburg (sharp corners). Improve the SR 124 / US 12 intersection in Waitsburg.

What Needs to Change in the Future? 

Future Project: SR 124 / Burbank Heights to 1.27 miles east of Walkley Road; improve corridor safety and access.

Corridor Function
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	No mobility-related comments received.
	Mobility
	Address wildlife connectivity, habitat mitigation, danger trees, vegetation management, and stream crossings.
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	Economic Vitality
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	Clarify the amount of agricultural land accessed by SR 221. The Corridor Description reads "over 1,000 acres of agricultural land" and this figure seems low.
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	Mobility
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	Environment
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	Economic Vitality
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	Although SR 14 is less conducive for heavy trucks than I‐84 in Oregon, some trucks use SR 14 to avoid paying Oregon mileage tax.
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	Economic Vitality
	No preservation-related comments received.
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	Other Suggested Measures/Comments
	The intersection of SR 240 and SR225/Route 10 (Hanford) is a safety concern to Hanford commuters. Several accidents have occurred at this intersection this past winter. According to Hanford commuters, the few improvements to the intersection have not been adequate.
	Implement Complete Streets / Main Street and multi-modal crossings in Benton City “today” rather than “in the future”. Bike and pedestrian facilities are inadequate; replace the Yakima River Bridge or construct a new bike/pedestrian facility using the footings from the old bridge.
	Mobility
	Assist Benton City in traffic calming efforts.
	Discourage commuter traffic.
	Incorporate the desire to reduce truck volumes through Benton City as part of the Corridor Function.
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	Environment
	Provide access to the Manhattan Project National Historical Park.
	Economic Vitality
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	Mobility
	Environment
	Economic Vitality
	Condition is fair, but the road is too narrow for the types and amounts of trucks and other vehicles that use it.
	Preservation
	The roadway is in good repair, but in many places it has very little to no shoulders, many curves, many semi‐trucks transporting agricultural products (at certain times of the year), and no passing areas or pull‐outs (yet many fast driving vehicles). 
	SR 261 is used:
	Other Suggested Measures/Comments
	 to connect to SR 26 and I‐90;
	 for the transport of agricultural products and equipment; and
	 by tourists visiting Palouse Falls State Park, home to Washington's official state waterfall.
	The primary use is the movement of farm goods. Tourism and recreation at Lyons Ferry Marina, Lyons Ferry State Park, and Palouse Falls accounts for the second highest use. The designation of Palouse Falls as the official state waterfall has dramatically increased traffic.
	Residents and commuters use SR 261 to work at and/or visit Little Goose Dam and the Lyons Ferry Fish Hatchery.
	Because SR 261 is used for transport of agricultural products and by slow‐moving agricultural equipment, consider adding more passing lanes, pull‐outs, and wider shoulders.
	Mobility
	No environment-related comments received. 
	Environment
	Condition is fair, but the road is too narrow for the types and amounts of trucks and other vehicles that use it.
	Economic Vitality
	The roadway is in good repair, but in many places it has very little to no shoulders, many curves, many semi‐trucks transporting agricultural products (at certain times of the year), and no passing areas or pull‐outs (yet many fast driving vehicles). 
	No preservation-related comments received.
	Preservation
	SR 124 is used:
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	 to transport goods, including agricultural products and equipment; and
	 by commuters between Dayton, Prescott, Eureka, Burbank, and the Tri-Cities
	Because commuters use SR 124 between Dayton and the Tri-Cities, consider multiple lanes in congested areas and commuting opportunities (public transportation or incentives). Specifically, commuter traffic to/from Broetje Orchards (Fishhook Park Road) is very congested at times and unsafe due to passing; consider adding passing lanes. 
	Mobility
	Because SR 124 is used for transport of agricultural products and by slowmoving agricultural equipment, consider adding more passing lanes, pull‐outs, and wider shoulders.
	No environment-related comments received.
	Environment
	No economic vitality-related comments received.
	Economic Vitality
	The roadway condition is fair. Surface cracks seem to be sealed often. Restripe more often.
	Preservation
	Road conditions are generally fine except for weather‐related issues (i.e., rock slides, snow, etc.). 
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	 for highway travel by residents and visitors;
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	 by commuters between Walla Walla and the Tri-Cities or Dayton.
	The shoulders are not wide enough to accommodate bicyclists.
	Sometimes accidents shut down the highway. Finish the US 12 bypass between Walla Walla and the Tri-Cities, especially between Walla Walla and Wallula to reduce the accident rate and reduce commuting time to Walla Walla.
	Mobility
	Increase intercity transit connections between small communities through coordination between transit service providers.
	Because commuters use US 12, consider multiple lanes in congested areas and commuting opportunities (public transportation or incentives). Access to services is now more limited between Wallula and the Tri-Cities.
	Because US 12 is used for transport of agricultural products and by slow‐moving agricultural equipment, consider adding more passing lanes, pull‐outs, and wider shoulders in areas where agriculture is abundant.
	No environment-related comments received.
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	Economic development planning indicates bike trails are a high priority. Consider constructing a bike path adjacent to or near the corridor. US 12 is very popular with bicyclists, but the shoulders are too narrow. The insufficient shoulders push bicyclists to the back roads, which can sometimes be even less safe due to blind corners and no shoulders.
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